CHAPTER IV.

THE THREE  HENRYS.
1585-1589.

T was useless, now that the forces of
the Government and of the League
were united to bring about the ex-
tirpation of heresy and the triumph
of Spain, for the King to attempt to
disclaim responsibility and to wash
his hands of the blood that was about to be shed.
We are told that when the King of Navarre heard
of the treaty between Henry III. and the League,
pondering long and deeply, his chin resting on his
hand, the half of his beard on which he leant turned
white, so great was his apprehension of the evil times
which he foresaw. The prospects of the struggle
were indeed unfavourable to the Huguenots. Their
numbers which had decreased after the Massacre of
St. Bartholomew, had again grown since the Peace
of Bergerac; but they had lost much of their
old unanimity, and the zeal of many Protestant
nobles had grown cold. The Duke of Parma had
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